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Factors Which Promote or Hinder the Effects of Study in Japan:
A Questionnaire Analysis of Indonesian and Thai People Who Studied in Japan

g A GREILEKRY)
Yuriko SATO (Tokyo Institute of Technology)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the factors which promote or hinder the effect of “Study in Japan”
through an analysis of questionnaires collected from Indonesian and Thai people who came to study in Japan
between 1954 and 1999.

The following five items were chosen as the variables to show the effect of study in Japan: “Utilization of
results of the study”, “Affinity towards the Japanese”, “Advancement of position and income”, “Recognition of
social influence” and “Satisfaction with the study in Japan”.

Multiple regression analysis was conducted by putting these five variables as the dependent and by putting
twelve causal factors as the independent.

As a result of this analysis, three factors, namely, “Establishment and continuation of human networking with
the Japanese”, “Interest in Japanese language and culture” and “Workplace environment after the return to
their countries” showed particularly strong and significant co-relation with plural dependent variables. This
indicates policy needs to promote and maintain human networking between international students and the
Japanese, to disseminate the Japanese language and culture overseas and to provide support for the workplace
environments of those who studied in Japan, in collaboration with other related organizations.

[Key words : Effect of Study in Japan, Foreign Student Policy, Pro-Japanese, Human Networking, ODA]
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Abstract

This study investigated how the learning attitudes and kanji learning strategies of students from non-kanji
cultures vary according to their kanji proficiency levels. The participants were 151 college students who were
studying Japanese in Japan and the US. The results of the survey indicated that the more kanji they knew, the
better they liked kanji, and that learners thought kanji were difficult regardless of their kanji proficiency levels.
As for the strategies, regardless of the kanji proficiency level, the most used strategy was ‘writing kanji many
times,’ and the least used strategy was ‘using computer based learning materials.” The results also indicated
that learners’ choice of strategies and their beliefs about the strategies varied according to their kanji proficien-
cy. The paper concludes with suggestions for effective kanji instructions based on learners’ kanji proficiency
levels.
[Key words : Kanji learning, Non-kanji cultures, Kanji proficiency, Learning Attitude, Strategies]
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Designing a Conversation Program to Improve the Autonomy of Graduate Students
Who Prepare to Study in Japan: Through Action Research
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Yinghsuan LIN (Graduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University)
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Abstract

Due to the restricted environment for using Japanese in Taiwan, it is believed that graduate students who are
non Japanese majors have little chance to use Japanese before they actually study abroad in Japan. Even after
they go to Japan they still have difficulties like getting along with people in the community, communicating with
local people, etc. One of the factors results in the problems mentioned above might be the influence of teacher-
oriented methods used in the current preparation program. Based on these assumptions, we targeted graduate
students who are about to study in Japan for one year and designed a conversation model for them.

After determining problematic areas in the pre-exchange preparation program, we set up a conversation
course to increase learners’ autonomy in learning Japanese by means of action research. Through action
research, we proved that the new course has positive benefits for the targeted learners. We found their conver-
sational abilities improved, they were more motivated in learning, and they become more aware of using learn-
ing strategies.

[Key words : education preparing for studying in Japan, autonomy, action research, Taiwan, graduate school
students]
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Development of a Social Skills Learning Session for Japanese Students Planning
to Study in the U.S.: Focusing on How to Start Networking with People

HiE E (B
Ai TAKAHAMA (Shizuoka University)
HA 37 (RILRE)
Tomoko TANAKA (Okayama University)

2 F

Ko Brid, HRANESFEEEZWNRE LT, WHODOFEFRICY — Y v VA X VFEE O eft
THEVIRKAZERL, FOMBELRCEMET LI L THD, TRICHIEZFHIF, EFac. &
S TUHEIZ R BB 2 A TE L 2 &5, EMEORIUEAFEICDORNRIC R HEHADLLEDTH L,
BRIz, 1THEDNOEIE %4 FE L T BARAZIAEITIS, TAVAEFED0D Y = v
AFNEBRL Y Vg VAR LTERBL:Z, vy ¥aryTlR, SATBOFFEIHRETEODLENE,
LDHZORHTEREOFEF Fiktd @A L. SABROBBICET 5 3 2OREGZEICAIL T, -
TLARLTHD o7, BB L AHAMTREBCTMPS., HOFHSED/8T =T v AD,
TEERMOMETIHELZEELTVE I NG o7z, WO DFFRMOAR LRI YL LIZH
[N ARARR RN R Y ACF (A
[F—T—F:TAYAEE, V=Y v VAFNV, FBryar, ARAFRE]

Abstract

This study reports on a social skills learning session held for Japanese students planning to study in the U.S.
prior to their departure. The authors held an American social skills learning session for Japanese undergraduate
students in X university who were about to study in the U.S. for less than one year. Based on training theory
known to be useful in behavior therapy, they joined role-plays based on three scenarios focused on how to start
networking with people in the session. The results of a questionnaire showed that the students considered their
performance had improved both behaviorally and cognitively following the session. It was also inferred the ses-
sion contributed to a decrease in their anxiety before their study abroad.

[Key words : study in the U.S., social skills, learning session, Japanese students]
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S6: Hi, hello,I’ mXX.I’ m senior.

Native. Hello,I’ m YY.

S6:  Nice to meet you.

Native: You too.

S6. Which grade are you in?

Native: I' m athird year student.

S6. Areyouin - taking this class?

Native: Yeah, this is my favorite class.

56 Ilike this class, but this is my first time to take busi-
ness class. So I have difficulty in writing papers for
assignments, so could you *++?

Native: Would you like some help?

S6. Yes, please.

Native: Let’s go first.

S6: Thank you very much.

< 2 [a1 B OxEE>

56. Excuse me. Do you mind if T sit next to you?

Native: Please sit.

S6: I'm XX.

Native: I'm YY.

S6:.  Nice to meet you.

Native. Nice to meet you too.

S6:. Actually, I've seen you many times in this class.

Native: You take this class also?

S6. Yes. And the presentation in last class was great. It
was amazing. So would you do me a favor?

Native: Yeah.

S6. I have to do my presentation next week. So could you
help me?

Native: Oh, yes. I'd be happy to.

S6: Could you go lunch together?

Native: Sure. Yeah, let’s go.
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A Longitudinal Study on the Adjustment Process of Short-Term Japanese
International Students: Home Country Adjustment before Departure, Host Country
Adjustment during Sojourn, and Home Country Re-Adjustment after Return
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Abstract

In this study of short-term Japanese international students studying abroad in Great Britain, the purpose was
to examine levels of adjustment at three periods of time (before departure, during sojourn, and after return), and
to examine variables affecting adjustment. Adjustment was measured comprehensively and effects of variables
relating to social interactions were examined. A longitudinal method was used to examine the process from
departure to return, by administering questionnaires once before departure, twice during sojourn, and once
after return. Results showed a rise in the adjustment of international students beginning before departure to
continuing until after return. Adjustment from the time before departure and contact with nationals of the host
country affected early host country adjustment. Sentiment toward the host country, adjustment from the time
before departure, contact with home country nationals, and contact with one’s home culture affected later host
country adjustment. Contact with home country nationals affected home country adjustment and home country
re-adjustment.
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Abstract

This article investigates the attitudes of international students from science and engineering departments
toward seeking jobs in Japan. The data was collected by means of a questionnaire that covered parameters such
as, career options after graduation, factors in selecting employer, and concerns in seeking employment. Results
showed that over 60% of the respondents in this study wished to reside in Japan after graduation, and over 40%
wished to be employed with a Japanese company. From those who intended residing in Japan, the majority
planned to stay up to 10 years, with the most frequent range being between 5 and 10 years. There were no sig-
nificant differences for gender and type of scholarship, but there were differences in cases of nationality group
and part-time job experience. It is interesting that the experienced students planned not only to stay in Japan,
but also stressed about their “relations with Japanese colleagues.” Their preliminary job experience fostered
the international students’ consciousness regarding employment.

[Key words : employment, foreign student, anxiety, job experience ]
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1. Introduction

The basic Japanese policy for international students has
historically been designed to make them Japanophiles. In
other words, it was intended to persuade them to return to
their respective home countries and serve as bridges to con-
nect Japan with those countries, and to contribute not only

to their development but also to secure friendly bilateral

relations, where they will play the role of sympathizers.
However, as the world’s higher educational system became
globalized, the mobility of international students increased
and their job markets expanded beyond national borders,
i.e., the international students did not merely serve as
bridges. Thus, Japan now needs to review its policy for
international students.

An example of the required transformation of the basic



policy is the issue of how Japan can help international stu-
dents develop their professional careers after they graduate.
Until now, Japanese enterprises have been extremely
restricted in hiring international students, and those who
were employed were fewer than 10,000. Most of those stu-
dents were expected to return to their home countries after
they graduated, and not be hired locally in Japan. However,
this tendency is changing; several international students
come to Japan not only to study cutting edge science and
technology, but also to stay in Japan after graduation by
seeking employment with Japanese industries where they
can apply their expertise (Hirose, 2008).

The number of applications filed for switching from stu-
dent visas to work visas increased fourfold in 2008 com-
pared with that in 2000. However, this value only corre-
sponds to approximately 30% of the students who finish the
programs or graduated (Immigration Bureau of Japan, 2001,
2009). According to a survey by Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO) (2008), 60% of international students
now wish to remain in Japan after graduation; however,
Japanese society is accepting only half of them. This is prob-
ably due to the recent economic conditions, which have a
greater influence on the employment opportunities of inter-
national students compared with those of Japanese students.
The percentage of companies that are willing to hire inter-
national students decreased from 71.1% in 2008 to 57.8% in
2009 (Human Capital Laboratory, 2009).

On the other hand, the population in Japan is expected to
fall, raising concerns about predictable economic stagnation,
dwindling national power, and the fading of Japanese culture.
The reduction of the student population will affect the high-
er educational system, while the reducing number of labor-
ers will influence the subsistence of the industrial structure.
It is natural to think that international students could be a
potential asset in helping Japan. It is now necessary for
Japanese society and industries seeking globalization to pur-
sue excellent international students who can conform to the
Japanese society. Meanwhile, international students them-
selves are experiencing uncertainty regarding employment
in Japan. In this paper, we wish to clarify the viewpoints of
international students in Japanese science and engineering
universities, in particular, through the period of stay in
Japan after graduation, factors while selecting companies,
and other general concerns while seeking employment. We
also wish to investigate how their viewpoints vary depend-

ing on their qualities.

2. Method

2.1 Elements of the questionnaire

The data was collected by a questionnaire developed by
the researchers and covered the following categories: (i)
Reasons behind the students’ choice of their current univer-
sity, (i) Financial situations, (iii) Attitude toward seeking
employment, and (iv) Satisfaction with student life. Among
these categories, category (iii), “Attitude toward seeking
employment,” included these further questions: (1) how
long do they want to work in Japan? (eight items); (2) what
kind of company do they want to work for? (six items); (3)
why do they not seek employment in Japan? (eleven items);
(4) what kind of conditions do they regard as critical? (six-
teen items); (5) what kind of problems make them anxious?
(sixteen items); and (6) what kind of courses do they regard
as useful in helping them get a job in a Japanese company?
(eight items). Respondents were asked to choose one item
from the alternatives in category (1) and (2) and three major
items from the categories (3), (4), (5), and (6). The analysis
was conducted using a chi-squared test for (1) and (2), and
descriptive analysis for the rest of the categories. The ques-
tionnaire was prepared in Japanese and Chinese as the tar-
geted respondents seeking jobs in Japanese companies were
required to understand Japanese and were mostly Chinese

students.

2.2 Respondents

All the respondents were international students from a
science and engineering university in Japan. The question-
naire was mailed to 971 of the 1,077 international students
in the university (as of October 2008). A total of 202 ques-
tionnaires were returned, resulting in a response rate of
20.8%. Incomplete questionnaires and those from non-regu-
lar students were removed; consequently, data from 172
questionnaires was analyzed.

A majority of the respondents were male (61.0%) and
graduate students (undergraduate course, 11.0%; master
course, 42.4%; doctoral course, 32.6%; and research stu-
dents, 14.0%). Over 80% belonged to Asia (China, 62.2%;
Southeast Asia, 14.5%; South Korea, 14.0%; Taiwan 2.9,%;
Europe 2.3,%; Central and South America, 2.3%; East Asia,
0.5%; Africa 0.5%; and the others 0.5%).

As for their financial situations, 64.0% were privately
funded (28.2% by non-governmental foundation scholar-
ships) and 36.0% by governmental sponsors (33.1% by the
Japanese government, and 2.9% by foreign governments).

Also, 36.0% of the respondents were experienced in part-
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time jobs.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 How long do they want to work in Japan?

As showed in TABLE 1, over 60% of international stu-
dents wish to reside in Japan after graduation to work, while
13.5% wished to return to their home country immediately
after graduation. The most frequently desired length of time
the students wished to stay was five to ten years (25.9%)
and the least was over 10 years (5.3%). The data indicates
that ten years is the desired period for them to stay in Japan
before returning to their home countries. It is also interest-
ing that 24.7% of the respondents answered, “I do not know
yet,” so, part of the group may choose to seek a job in Japan.

The relationship between the length of stay in Japan and
the respondents’ attributes, i.e., gender, nationality (China,
South Korea, Southeast Asia, and the other countries), type
of scholarship (government sponsored or privately funded),
and experience of part-time job were discussed. One of the
nationality groups, the other countries were integrated with
Southeast Asia group because the number of the respon-
dents was not enough for statistical analysis separately. The
results indicate no significant difference for gender (x’(5) =
5.107, n.s.) or type of scholarship (¥’(5) = 2.468, n.s.), but
some differences were observed for nationality (x*(10) =

21.24, p < .05) and part-time job experience (x*(5) =

15.789, p < .01). TABLE 1 shows a significant distinction
based on nationality gained from residual analysis”: few
Chinese students (7.5%) and more Korean students (35.5%)
wished to return to their countries immediately after gradu-
ation. Few students from Southeast Asia and the other
countries group were clear on their decisions regarding
their future as compared to the Chinese and Korean groups
(12.5% who responded “I do not know yet.”). The reasons
why Korean students wished to return home is because
there are superior technology companies and compulsory
military service for all males in Korea. Male Korean stu-
dents who have not finished the military service are
required to join it immediately after graduation. In fact,
88.9% of the respondents who answered this question were
male, which was higher than the percentage of males
(62.5%) in all Korean respondents.

There is also a difference observed in the experience of
part-time jobs. Experienced students said that they planned
a “five to ten years stay” in Japan, and non-experienced stu-
dents answered, “I do not know yet.” Even students who
had engaged only in part-time jobs could seriously consider
working in Japan, but inexperienced students could barely

imagine the possibility of a career in Japan.

3.2 What kind of company do they want to work
for?
The most frequent answer on the desired type of work

TABLE 1 Frequency of period of stay in Japan after graduation

Nationality Part-time job
) . . SE Asia -
Questionnaire Item Total China Korea 1 Others Experienced None
(N=170) n=106) m=24) (n=40) (n=62) (n=108)

Return to my home 23 8 9 6 8 15
country immediately  13.5% 75%  375%  15.0% 12.9% 13.9%

after graduation 297 37" 0.3 0.2 0.2

1-3 years 20 11 2 7 7 13
11.8% 10.4% 8.3% 17.5% 11.3% 12.0%

-0.7 -0.6 1.3 -0.1 0.1

3-b years 32 20 2 10 9 23
18.8% 18.9% 8.3% 25.0% 14.5% 21.3%

0.0 -1.4 1.1 -1.1 1.1

5-10 years 44 30 4 10 25 19
25.9% 28.3% 16.7% 25.0% 40.3% 17.6%
0.9 11 -0.1 3.3 3.3

Over 10 years 9 6 1 2 5 4

5.3% 5.7% 4.2% 5.0% 8.1% 3.7%

0.3 -0.3 -0.1 1.2 -1.2

I do not know yet. 42 31 6 5 8 34
24.7% 29.2%  25.0% 12.5% 12.9% 31.5%

1.8 0.0 2.0 27" 2.7

#* p< 01, * p<.05
Note. Top: frequency, Mid: percentage, Bottom: adjusted residual. The few answers for “Others” (» =
2) were eliminated, and the remaining 170 answers were analyzed.



place was “Japanese company” (42.0%) (See TABLE 2).
The second frequent answer was ‘“Do not consider about the
location of the company” (29.0%). “Company excluding that
in Japan and home country” (15.4%) and “company in my
home country” (13.6%) were not answered as frequently as
“Japanese company.” This finding suggests that the stu-
dents prefer to seek a job and gain related experiences with
a Japanese company corresponding to their education in
Japan and for their career.

From the data of this attribute, no significant difference
exists for gender (x*(3) = 1.853, n.s.) and type of scholar-
ship (}*(3) = 1.279, n.s.), however, differences do exist for
nationality (x*(6) = 14.754, p < .05) and part-time job expe-
rience (°(3) = 8.629, p < .05). A profile that is distinct from
their nationality appears in Korean respondents. Only 8.4%
of Korean respondents answered that they wished to work
for a Japanese company, and half of them (52.2%) answered
that they do not consider the location of companies. It
seems that the real situation slightly differed from the
results above: most Korean students, interested in working
in Korea itself, actually attended the job fairs hosted by
Korean companies. In recent years, Korean salaries and
technological levels have come on par Japan; hence, the
attractiveness of working for a Japanese company has
decreased. Also, some male students from a science and
technology department can opt to complete their military
service by working as researchers at designated Korean
companies.

The difference in part-time job experience shows that a
higher number of experienced students preferred not taking

a job in their home countries than non-experienced stu-

dents.

3.3 Why do they not seek employment in Japan?

The items of the category “why do they not seek employ-
ment in Japan?” are ranked in descending order, from the
largest to the smallest number (See TABLE 3). The most
frequent answer was “I want to live with my family”
(41.3%). TABLE 3 also shows the difference between the
nationality groups. “I want to live with my family” was also
the most frequently chosen answer among all nationality
groups. This answer has a high frequency, especially in the
Southeast Asia group (56.0%), and it implies an emphasis on
their family and relatives. The second frequent answer,
“Others” (23.3%), indicates that there are various reasons
that the alternative questionnaires in this study could not
cover the range. Also, 16.3% of the respondents answered,
“I reckon I should complete my education or find a job in
another country to develop my career”.

The reason behind them not seeking employment in
Japan was not because of the negative image of Japanese
companies (e.g., low salary or a difficulty in getting a promo-
tion), but due to their personal reasons (family or other rea-

sons).

3.4 What kind of conditions do they regard as
critical?

TABLE 4 ranks the items “what kind of conditions do
they regard as critical?” The frequently chosen answers
“Future potential” (45.9%) and “Global” (43.6%) suggest
that international students consider the importance of future

potential and internationality of a company when they find a

TABLE 2 Frequency of desirable types of a company

Nationality Part-time job
Questionnaire Item ( 1\;[‘2%12) China  Korea E(E) t?;lras Experienced  None
(n=102) (n=23) _ (n=>59) (n=103)
(n=37)

Japanese company 68 46 2 20 28 40
42.0% 451% 8.7%  54.1% 47.5% 38.8%

1.1 357 17 1.1 -1.1

Company in my home country 22 12 5 5 3 19
13.6% 11.8% 21.7% 13.5% 5.1% 18.4%

-0.9 1.2 0.0 -2.4 24

Company excluding that in 25 16 4 5 13 12
Japan and home country 15.4% 15.7% 174% 13.5% 22.0% 11.7%

0.1 0.3 -0.4 1.8 -1.8

Do not consider the location of 47 28 12 7 15 32
company 29.0% 275% 52.2% 18.9% 25.4% 31.1%

-0.6 2.6 -1.5 -0.8 0.8

# p< 01, * p<.05

Note. Top: frequency, Mid: percentage, Bottom: adjusted residual. The less answers for “I do not know
yet.” (n = 8) and “Others” (# = 2) were eliminated, and the remaining 162 answers were analyzed.
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TABLE 3 Reasons for not seeking employment in Japan (multiple answers)

Total Nationality
Questionnaire Item N = 172) China Korea  SE Asia  Others
Rank n=107) (n=24) (m =25 (n=16)
1. I want to live with my family. 71 42 8 14 7
(41.3%) (39.3%) (33.3%) (56.0%) (43.8%)
2. Others 40 26 7 5 2
(23.3%) 24.3%) (29.2%) (20.0%) (12.5%)
Seldmiomeem  x w35 9
country to develop my career. (16.3%) (159%) (12.5%) (200%) (18.8%)
4. The job I wish to take is not based in 20 10 2 4 4
Japan, but is based in another country. (11.6%) (9.3%) 8.3%) (16.0%) (25%)
5. It is difficult to get a promotion in a 19 12 1 5 1
Japanese company. (11.0%) (11.2%) (4.2%) 20.0%) (6.3%)
6. Easy to find an ideal job where my
experience as an international student in 197,7 3 2‘7 123 % 3 . 1838‘7
Japan will be beneficial. 24 L) (125%)  (8.0%) (18.8%)
7. I will be able to earn a higher salary in a 15 8 2 1 4
country other than Japan. (8.7%) (7.5%) (8.3%) (4.0%) (25%)
8. When finding a job, my major
(expertise) and Japanese language 1027 1 1;(7 4 ; 817 0
A il e DeneRaEal 7.0%)  (103%)  (42%)  (0.0%)
9. My favorite company is not located in 11 8 1 2 0
Japan. (6.4%) (7.5%) (4.2%) (8.0%)
10.1t is extremely difficult to find a job in 7 5 0 1 1
Japan due to the economic crisis. (4.1%) (4.7%) (4.0%) (6.3%)
11. There is no difficult procedure to be
followed to get a job in my home : : 0 : 2
(2.9%) (2.8%) (12.5%)

country.

TABLE 4 Conditions for seeking employing company (multiple answers)

Total Nationality Part-time job
Questionnaire Item N=172) China  Korea SEAsia Others (Experienced
Rank (n=107) (n=24) (n=25) (n=16) -None)(%)
1. Future potential 79 49 13 11 6 6.2%
(45.9%) (45.8%) (54.2%) (44.0%) (37.5%) )
2. Global 75 42 8 14 11 9.4%
(43.6%) (39.3%) (33.3%) (56.0%) (68.8%) ’
3. Stability 50 33 9 i 1 76%
(29.1%) (30.8%) (37.5%) (28.0%) (6.3%) ’
4. Growth strength 45 27 6 8 4 7.0%
(26.2%) (25.2%) (25.0%) (32.0%) (25.0%) w7
5. Condition for employment 40 29 5 3 3 11%
(23.3%) (271%) (20.8%) (12.0%) (18.8%) ’
6. Technological development 39 22 3 8 6 10.2%
22.7%) (20.6%) (12.5%) (32.0%) (37.5%) ’
7. Reliability 35 22 8 3 2 13.6%
(20.3%) (20.6%) (33.3%) (12.0%) (12.5%) )
8. Good corporate culture 34 24 5 5 0 0.6%
19.8%) (22.4%) (20.8%) (20.0%) et
9. Top-notch 33 28 4 1 0 0.3%
192%) (26.2%) (16.7%) (4.0%) :
10. Interest in a job 30 14 5 6 5 0.5%
17.4%) (13.1%) (20.8%) (24.0%) (31.3%) ESES
11. Scale of a company 20 13 1 4 2 7.0%
11.6%) (121%) (42%) (16.0%) (12.5%) ’
12. Have a good managerial person 9 8 1 0 0 1.9%
(5.2%) (71.5%) (4.2%) :
13. Open the door to employment 7 6 0 1 0 1.2%
for international fellow (4.1%) (5.6%) (4.0%) “n
14. Contribution to society 6 3 0 3 0 0.4%
(3.5%) (2.8%) (12.0%) :
15. Publicity, Marketing power 4 3 0 1 0 1.4%
2.3%) (2.8%) (4.0%) :
16. Others 2 0 1 0 1 0.7%
1.2%) (4.2%) (6.3%) ;




job. Other items related to stability and working conditions
(Stability, Growth strength, and Condition of employment)
were chosen by over 20% of the respondents.
“Technological development” was also chosen often
(22.7%), and it relates to the respondents’ expertise. The
ranking correlates with the items related to the image or
brand names of companies (Reliability, Good corporate cul-
ture, and Top-notch).

There are interesting findings on characteristics by the
nationality groups. A higher number of Chinese respondents
choose “Top-notch” than other nationality groups,
“Reliability” was chosen by a higher number of Koreans,
and “Technological development” by a higher number of
Southeast Asians, respectively. These results relate in part
to the goal of students for studying in Japan. In China, for
instance, the company they have worked for will help them
get their next job in their home countries, so the name of
the company is considered important. In Southeast Asia,
however, the name of the Japanese company where stu-
dents have worked is not as important as it is in China. The
Southeast Asian students focused on the nature of the work,

such as technological development and interest.

TABLE 4 also presents the difference between students
with part-time job experience and non-experienced stu-
dents’ percentage (experienced — non-experienced = differ-
ence of percentage of frequency). The negative values indi-
cate that a higher number of non-experienced students
chose the items than did experienced students. Twenty-
nine percent of experienced students chose “Reliability” as
compared to 15.5% of non-experienced students.
Experienced students consider “Reliability” as an important

factor for selecting a company.

3.5 What kind of problems made them anxious?

TABLE 5 shows the students’ worry about “Relationship
with my boss and colleagues” (38.4%) and “Japanese lan-
guage ability” (37.8%). Next in importance were items relat-
ed to Japanese culture: “Corporate culture, business custom”
(29.1%), “Difference between cultures” (26.8%), “Manner of
conducting business” (22.7%), and “Family members and
children” (15.7%).

There are differences observed between the nationality
groups. The most frequent answers chosen by students in

the Chinese group are “Relationship with my boss and col-

TABLE 5 Frequency of the anxiety about work (multiple answers)

Total Nationality Part-time job
Questionnaire Item (N=172) China Korea SE Asia Others (Experienced
Rank n=107) (n=24) (n=25) (n=16) - None) (%)
1. Relationship with my boss and 66 42 7 13 4 23.99%
colleagues (38.4%) (39.3%) (29.2%) (52.0%) (25.0%) :
2. Japanese language ability 65 42 6 9 8 6.1%
(37.8%) (39.3%) (25.0%) (36.0%) (50.0 )
3. Corporate culture, business custom 50 31 6 7 6 2.5%
(29.1%)  (29%) (25.0%) (28.0%) (37.5%) ’
4. Difference between cultures 46 31 9 4 2 11.6%
(26.7%) (29%) (37.5%) (16.0%) (12.5%) ’
5. Manner of conducting business 39 26 7 6 0 0.1%
22.7%) (24.3%) (29.2%) (24.0%) ’
6. Family members and children 27 14 3 3 7 4.4%
(15.7%) (13.1%) (12.5%) (12.0%) (43.8%) .
7. Personnel evaluation, promotion 23 13 4 6 0 1.8%
(134%) (12.1%) (16.7%) (24.0%) ’
8. Lack of specialized knowledge 18 12 1 3 2 6.3%
10.5%) (11.2%) (4.2%) (12.0%) (12.5%) ’
9. Attending the costumer 16 13 0 3 0 5.6%
9.3%)y (121%) (0.0%) (12.0%) i
10.Socializing pattern after office 15 6 2 4 3 1.0%
hours 8.7%) (5.6%) (8.3%) (16.0%) (18.8%) ’
11.Language ability other than 9 8 1 0 0 0.6%
Japanese 5.2%) (1.5%) (4.2%) ’
12.Salary, bonus 9 2 3 1 3 31%
(5.2%) (1.9%) (12.5%) 4.0%) (18.8%) :
13.Telephone manners 7 3 1 2 1 1.3%
41%) (28%) (4.2%) B.0%) (6.3%) ’
14.0thers 7 2 2 3 0 1.3%
4.1%) (1.9%) (8.3%) (12.0%) ’
15.Dormitory, company housing 6 4 1 1 0 0.4%
B.5%) (3. 7%) (4.2%) (4.0%) '
16. Negotiating with company on 5 4 0 1 0 459
job-transfer (2.9%) (3.7%) (4.0%) 07
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leagues” (39.3%) and “Japanese language ability” (39.3%),
while “Difference between cultures” (37.5%) was the most
common choice in the Korean group, and “Relationship with
my boss and colleagues” (52.0%) was most frequently cho-
sen by the Southeast Asian group, respectively. It is inter-
esting to note that Chinese international students, who
mostly have higher levels of Japanese language ability than
students from other countries, feel anxious about using
Japanese, while Koreans, whose country is geographically
and culturally proximate to Japan, feel anxious about cultural
differences, and Southeast Asians, who are courteous, feel
anxious about the relationship in office.

Responses to item 1, “Relationship with my boss and col-
leagues,” also suggest that the students who had part-time
job experience feel more anxious than non-experienced stu-
dents (experienced, 53.2%, and non-experienced, 30.0%).
This indicates that the international students have experi-
enced difficulties in their relationships with Japanese col-
leagues during their part-time jobs, which caused the anxi-
ety for working in Japan in the future. In contrast, non-expe-
rienced students have lesser opportunities to interact with
Japanese people off campus. As for the anxiety for the

Japanese language ability, no such difference appeared.

3.6 What kind of courses do they regard as use-
ful in helping them get a job?

As FIGURE 1 shows 57.0% of international students
agree that the Business Japanese course is useful, and indi-
cates that more than half of the international students con-
sider Japanese language ability an important factor in seek-
ing employment. Following this item, the categories related
to Japanese business culture (“Japanese corporate culture,”
“Knowledge about the business world in Japan,” and
“Business manner”) and “Internship” were also chosen as

useful courses.

As mentioned above, the international students in this
study feel anxious that their fluency in the Japanese lan-
guage is not good enough for them to get a job in Japan.
Most of the science and engineering students perform their
research using English or Japanese, so that their Japanese
does not pose as a hurdle when they begin looking for a job.
Also, Japanese language used for business communication is
not the same as the language used in daily life, their labora-

tories or research groups.

4. Conclusion

From the questionnaire given to the international stu-
dents to investigate their attitude toward their career
options, it is clear that over 60% of the respondents wished
to reside in Japan after graduation, and over 40% wished to
work in a Japanese company. If they are going to stay in
Japan, the majority planned to stay up to ten years with the
most frequent range being five to ten years.

This study supports the results of the JASSO’s (2008)
survey, which reported that 61.3% of the respondents
wished to find a job in Japan. However, the wording of the
questions was different from our study; the JASSO’s survey
offered another alternative, “get into a graduate school,”
which netted a response of 38.6%. Some of those respon-
dents may wish to work in Japan after graduation, and the
actual ratio of the working class in Japan may increase.

Also, the result of the period of stay in Japan may be relat-
ed to the requirement for permanent residency status.
Guidelines for Permission for Permanent Residence (31
March 2006, Immigration Bureau of Japan, The Ministry of
Justice) set the duration of stay: “In principle, the person
has stayed in Japan for more than 10 years consecutively. It
is also required that during his/her stay in Japan the person

has had a work permit or the status of residence for more

Business Japanese

Japanese corporate culture, business practice [

Knowledge about the business world in Japan
Business manner |

Intemship &

General knowledge about Japan

Language ability other than Japanese

Others

41%

15.7%

FIGURE 1 Courses useful in getting a job (multiple answers)



than 5 years consecutively.” The respondents in this study
have been living in Japan for over a few years. Those who
take the permanent residence status need to accrue the
remaining 10 years of requirement.

Other interesting results are the ones related to nationali-
ty and part-time job experience. As per the trend of employ-
ment in Japan, the experience in preliminary jobs makes the
students ponder over the type of company and about the
length of their stay in Japan. On the other hand, their pre-
liminary job experience influences them to avoid the nega-
tive factors. Experienced students valued “reliable” while
seeking a company and worried about the “relations with
Japanese colleagues,” which suggests that they had bitter
experiences at their earlier part-time jobs. These results
occur from limited characteristics, such as experienced or
non-experienced, and a further study is necessary to clearly
identify the relations between the attitude of students and
the types of preliminary jobs and their experiences.

On the contrary, no differences appeared in the type of
scholarships of the students. Previously, the government-
sponsored students were inclined to return home after grad-
uation, but recently this trend has changed; they are keen to
build their career in Japan itself.

In addition, the level of Japanese language ability was a
major concern for those seeking jobs in Japan. Our results
showed that students were aware that Japanese language
skills were essential; 37.8% of the respondents worried
about their Japanese, and more than half of the respondents
(67.0%) answered that Business Japanese courses had been
useful to them. The other parameters regarding corporate
culture and business manner were also necessary.
Depending on the international students’ needs, the “Career
Development Program for Foreign Students in Japan” proj-
ect has been implemented jointly by The Ministry of
Economics, Trading and Industry (METI) and The Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) since 2007 as a four-year project. Participating in
the project in 2007, Tokyo Institute of Technology has pro-
vided education programs for international graduate stu-
dents who will seek employment in Japanese companies
after graduation. Program participants will have opportuni-
ties to learn “Industry-Academia Partnership,” the curricu-
lum for which is developed in collaboration with industries.
The issues it addresses include “Technical Japanese,”
“Internships,” and “Factory study tours.” These courses are

aimed at fostering an understanding of the Japanese busi-

ness environment and experienced practical business situa-
tions. Supporting this curriculum, this study suggested that
preliminary job experience fosters their skills for getting a
job, however, the numbers show that only 36.0% of the
respondents in this study had part-time work experience.
This is because Japanese language ability is also essential in
finding a part-time job, or because most science and engi-
neering students do not have sufficient time to work outside
their research laboratories. Although part-time job experi-
ence does benefit the student financially, its role for foster-
ing consciousness of career should be appreciated. For
career development, a career program provided by universi-
ties for those with preliminary job experience that includes
part-time jobs and internships, and courses about Japanese

business and industry is needed.

Note
(1) Residual analysis

If the overall chi-square was significant, the adjusted
residuals for the cell percentage of each subgroup were
examined. An adjusted residual score greater than 1.96 for a
given subgroup percentage indicated that the subgroup dif-
fered significantly (p < .05) from the overall group percent-

age and greater than 2.53 indicate p < .01.
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The Possibility of Peer-Learning in an English-Japanese Translation Class:
Towards Improving Intermediate Level Colloquial Expressions
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Abstract

This report focuses on a university level English-Japanese translation class for intermediate Japanese learn-
ers that uses manga, novels and English anime scripts for the purpose of enriching the learner’s Japanese skills
through writing. These intermediate learners are able to write research papers using difficult kanji words in
formal-style; however, they still have many difficulties writing in a simple spoken style in e-mails. Through this
class, the learners collaborate with classmates and native volunteers to translate and consequently monitor
their own Japanese skills to acquire new vocabulary and expressions from each other, as well as become aware
of the necessity to obtain background knowledge of the subject (for Japanese society, culture, etc.). Moreover,
the review and feedback of their own translation methods through writing motivates the learmers to study more
and reassess their learning styles.
[Key words : English-Japanese translation, colloquial expressions, peer-learning, self-monitor]
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A Perspective on Supporting Japanese Language Learners with LD/ADHD:
From the Experiences of Two Teachers in One Semester

Il FRsA (FREHALEER )
Yasuhiro NAKAGAWA (Kanda University of International Studies)
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Abstract

In recent years, there has been increased attention given to supporting learners with Learning Disabilities
(LD) or Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). This paper focuses on two instructors and the sup-
port systems they used in a Japanese language class with LD/ADHD learners over the period of a term. It also
attempts to this support with that detailed in Sakane (2000) and Ikeda (2004). Based on interviews and field
notes, I discuss the following points: that it is desirable for support to be carried out with the knowledge of the
institute of origin, that the teacher recognize that extending the testing period or utilizing separate facilities
depends ultimately on the content of the test, and that it is necessary for the educational institute to consider
strategies not only for LD/ADHD learners, but also for assigning teachers to classes and providing educational
counselors for the program.
[Key words : inclusion, Japanese language learners with LD/ADHD, interview, field notes]
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Abstract

This study, through qualitative methods, considers problems encountered by students learning in Japanese
science and engineering courses in Malaysia and how they were resolved. It examines the academic activities
and management processes that were used to overcome student problems from a macro and dynamic perspec-
tive of students' learning. Three students undertook university-level study in Malaysia conducted by Japanese
instructors prior to transferring to Japanese universities. These students frequently experienced difficulties in
lectures. In order to overcome the difficulties they faced in their academic activities, they often asked their
classmates for help. Some students’ problem solving strategies did not work as intended, which led the students
to employ other strategies. This paper also shows the reciprocal nature of learning in an academic setting.
[Key words : management model, qualitative study, preparatory course for studying in Japan, science and engi-
neering course, Malaysia]
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Abstract

Due to the instability of the physical and mental condition of Chinese students during the initial stage of
learning in Japan, there is a need for more intensive support from society than at any other stage of learning.
However, little attention has been paid to Chinese students’ issues and conditions in this initial stage of learn-
ing. Because there are few studies to be found in this field, the authors explore some issues in Japanese lan-
guage schools and the system in which Chinese students study abroad by conducting interviews and surveys of
current students, graduates and staff in these schools.
[Key words : social support, Chinese students at Japanese language schools in Japan, requests, interview sur-

vey]
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Self-Disclosure of Japanese Students and International Students:
The Effects of a Collaborative Activity in Project Work
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to compare the change in self-disclosure of Japanese students and international stu-
dents through their collaborative activity of project work in a multi-cultural classroom context. The students
were requested to indicate their self- disclosure levels to different persons and on different topics using a five
point-scale hoth before and after their project work. The results showed that the self-disclosure of international
students surpassed that of Japanese students in all areas both before and after the work. However, a significant
change in depth of self-disclosure was observed among Japanese students. It is suggested that the intimate
process of the project work among Japanese students and international students helped to reduce the differ-
ences in self-disclosure levels and encouraged students to seek an appropriate level of self-disclosure with each
other.

[Key words : self-disclosure, Japanese students, international students, project work]
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